Preesall Fleetwood’s Charity Pre School

Autumn Term 2014
Dear Parents/Carers,

                                Welcome back to Pre School and especially our new children and their families. The children are settling in really quickly and have been very busy please have a look at the displays around the room and share them with your child as we develop them.

This half term we will be following the children’s interests and using these to develop topics by following the Early Years Foundation Stage Curriculum(EYFS). We will be linking up with reception children for some of the activities.

This curriculum is followed from when the children enter pre school and continues to the end of reception class. The areas are as follows:- 

• Communication and language development involves giving children opportunities to experience a rich language environment; to develop their confidence and skills in expressing themselves; and to speak and listen in a range of situations. 
• Physical development involves providing opportunities for young children to be active and interactive; and to develop their co-ordination, control, and movement. Children must also be helped to understand the importance of physical activity, and to make healthy choices in relation to food. 
• Personal, social and emotional development involves helping children to develop a positive sense of themselves, and others; to form positive relationships and develop respect for others; to develop social skills and learn how to manage their feelings; to understand appropriate behaviour in groups; and to have confidence in their own abilities. 
• Literacy development involves encouraging children to link sounds and letters and to begin to read and write. Children must be given access to a wide range of reading materials (books, poems, and other written materials) to ignite their interest. 
• Mathematics involves providing children with opportunities to develop and improve their skills in counting, understanding and using numbers, calculating simple addition and subtraction problems; and to describe shapes, spaces, and measures. 
• Understanding the world involves guiding children to make sense of their physical world and their community through opportunities to explore, observe and find out about people, places, technology and the environment. 
• Expressive arts and design involves enabling children to explore and play with a wide range of media and materials, as well as providing opportunities and encouragement for sharing their thoughts, ideas and feelings through a variety of activities in art, music, movement, dance, role-play, and design and technology.
 One of the requirements of the EYFS is that every child has a named keyperson although within pre school we all work closely as a team and our numbers are small so we all soon get to know your child well we still have named people. Below is the ‘official ‘ information on……..KEY PERSON
Children thrive from a base of loving and secure relationships. This is normally provided by a child’s parents but it can also be provided by a key person. A key person is a named member of staff with responsibilities for a small group of children who helps those children in the group feel safe and cared for. The role is an important one and an approach set out in the EYFS which is working successfully in settings and in Reception classes. It involves the key person in responding sensitively to children’s feelings and behaviours and meeting emotional needs by giving reassurance, such as when they are new to a setting or class, and supporting the child’s well-being. The key person supports physical needs too, helping with issues like nappy changing, toileting and dressing. That person is a familiar figure who is accessible and available as a point of contact for parents and one who builds relationships with the child and parents or carers.

Records of development and care are created and shared by the key person, parents and the child. Small groups foster close bonds between the child and the key person in a way that large groups cannot easily do. These groups allow the key person to better ‘tune into’ children’s play and their conversations to really get to know the children in the group well. Children feel settled and happy and are more confident to explore and as a result become more capable learners.

Taken from Statutory Framework- and this how we will be delivering it this term.
Please see separate planning sheet with the ideas we have for following the curriculum this half term. This is intended only as a guide – very often children have their own ideas and we follow these to make learning fun.
Each child has a keyperson your child’s is ………………………….

Forest Schools

Weather permitting Forest sessions will be taking place regularly. These will include den building looking at seasonal changes and the use of the firepit. We have waterproofs for all the children but they may like to bring their own wellingtons and a pair of warm socks for the cold weather. 
Each child will have a Learning Journey where we will put in photos, paintings and anything special they do. It makes a development record of their time in pre school and moves with them to reception class next year. These are kept on the shelf in pre school and are there for you to share with your child at anytime. If you would like to take them home anytime to look at please ask . Please add to them anything special they do at home.
If your child gains any certificates or award or visits somewhere special and has a photo please bring them in to share and we will take a copy for their Learning Journey. 

Occasionally I will send sheets as a home link activity please share these with your child and return to Pre School – they will be used in their Learning Journey and to help us plan future activities.
WOW wall display please contribute – this is a display of anything you have done at home maybe visits or anything special your child may achieve or say. It can be photo or postcard to talk about or just a note on a post it note. You can email photos to j.crompton@fleetwoods.lancs.sch.uk and I can print them for you.

As an introduction to houses and homes topic we would like a photo of where you live and anywhere you child finds special  i.e bedroom/garden or special toys or place to play. These can be emailed or you can borrow the pre school camera overnight so we can print them at school.  

HOW CAN YOU HELP?

Collect :-

Small boxes for models

junk envelopes for the writing area

small items to decorate models make collages with e.g. ribbon, buttons, material, shiny paper, old wrapping paper etc
Bring in photos from when they were babies and any baby toys

We collect used batteries,CD’s, telephones and vouchers from most of the supermarkets.
Make sure children’s clothing is named there are lots of red jumpers etc in school!!!!

Pre School children can use the breakfast club which is open from 8a.m each day. The cost for this is £2.50 which includes a healthy breakfast.

 Please try not to arrive too early for Pre School (not before 9.50) as the children are in breakfast club until 8.45 and we need to change the room ready for your children.     

If you have any questions or concerns please come in and see me.
Thankyou 
J Crompton

Mrs J Crompton

Pre School Manager

